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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 

MAY 3, 2018 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Aram Ohanian. Commission 

members present were: Scott Anderson, Todd Grayson, Pete Gwyn, Will Harbauer, Tim 

Monaco, Edwin Nagle, Aram Ohanian, Elizabeth Ravas, and Carol Shepard. (9). Absent: 

Jon Orser (1). Also present was Dave Creps, Clerk of Council. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Grayson moved to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2018 meeting. Seconded by 

Ms. Ravas. Ayes: (9). Nays: (0). 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 

The Commission set up meetings for Thursday, June 7, and Thursday, June 21 at 6:00 

p.m. It was agreed that the meetings scheduled for May 17, June 7, and June 21 would 

last two hours in an attempt to wrap up the review. 

DISCUSSION REGARDING CHARTER 

Article III Section 10.0 Powers. Mr. Monaco said that there is no way for City Council to 

remove department heads for gross misconduct, malfeasance, misfeasance or 

nonfeasance. He suggested that the language be changed to allow City Council to 

remove a department head for one of those reasons if they approve it by a unanimous 

vote. Mr. Gwyn said that he is vehemently opposed to getting City Council involved in 

administrative or personnel matters. He said that City Council is a legislative body. Mr. 

Nagle agreed that City Council needs to stay out of it and if there is an issue and the 

Mayor does nothing, then they can remove the Mayor. Mr. Nagle added that this is going 

down a path to give City Council increased power that they were not intended to have. 

Mr. Grayson said that he understands what they are saying, but by requiring it to be a 

unanimous vote to take action it sets the bar high. Mr. Monaco moved to amend Section 

10.0 to allow City Council, by a unanimous vote, to remove a department head for gross 

misconduct, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance. Seconded by Mr. Anderson. 

Ayes: Monaco and Ohanian (2). Nays: Anderson, Grayson, Gwyn, Harbauer, Nagle, 

Ravas, and Shepard (7).  

Article III Section 11.0 Provisions as to Legislative Action. Mr. Gwyn referred to 

Section D and asked if the City does building inspections. Mr. Creps said that it is handled 

by Wood County. Mr. Gwyn suggested that we check and see if there is a reference in 

the Code to us adopting the Wood County Building Code. 

Article III Section 12.0 Publication of Ordinances, Resolutions and Notices. Mr. 

Creps said that he posts ordinances and resolutions in the Municipal Building and at the 

library. Mr. Ohanian said that with regards to Section D, he can see newspapers not being 

printed within the next ten years. Mr. Grayson moved to add the words “or circulated” 
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after “English language newspaper printed”. Seconded by Ms. Ravas. Ayes: (9). Nays: 

(0). 

Article III Section 13.0 Effective Date of Ordinances and Resolutions. There was 

discussion regarding ordinances being passed as an emergency and the number of 

readings given to ordinances. Mr. Creps noted that that rules of Council are in Section 

220.05 of the Codified Ordinances, so it is not a Charter issue.  

Article III Section 1.0 Composition and Term. Ms. Ravas referenced some research 

from the National League of Cities and said that based on our population, she does not 

feel wards make sense for Perrysburg. Mr. Monaco disagreed and said that other cities 

do it and it works. He said that as the City continues to grow, the population base is to 

the south and west, and the closest City Council member to him is over a mile away. He 

suggested having four Council members selected by wards and three at large. Mr. 

Grayson said that he agrees with the point raised by Mr. Orser at a previous meeting that 

we all share some issues, however if you have issues at Three Meadows it would be nice 

to have a ward City Council member. He said it’s the same reason we break down the 

state and Congress into smaller areas. Mr. Nagle asked if anyone had proposed what the 

districts would be and how redistricting would be handled. Mr. Monaco said that in Bowling 

Green he believes it is done by precinct. Mr. Ohanian said that he’s not sure where he 

falls on this issue. Mr. Grayson said that he thinks the voters have a right to decide the 

issue. A straw poll was taken and there was not enough support to move forward with the 

issue.  

Article III Section 3.0 Compensation. Mr. Anderson said that he thinks it is unfair to 

make City Council set their own pay. Mr. Grayson stated that the compensation for City 

Council and the Mayor could be handled by a committee. Mr. Nagle said that he is not in 

favor of a committee, but if one is formed he thinks it is important for the Finance Director 

to serve on it. Mr. Anderson said that he will research this issue to see how other 

communities handle it and he will report back at the next meeting. 

Article IV The Mayor. Mr. Ohanian said that he would like the Commission members to 

think about the idea of making the Mayor’s position a full-time position. He added that to 

take politics out of it, he is suggesting that it begin the term after next. Mr. Grayson said 

the position is already a full-time job, we just don’t pay that way; he said it’s a strong 

mayor position but we pay like it’s a weak mayor. Mr. Nagle said that he is not sure a 

mayor has all the management skills and expertise to run a city. Mr. Anderson asked if 

the suggestion is to eliminate the City Administrator position. Mr. Grayson said that he 

has spoken with former mayor Mike Olmstead, and Mr. Olmstead said that it would be 

impossible for a civilian to come in and handle it without the guidance of staff to handle 

the bureaucracy. Ms. Shepard said that she would be in favor of a full-time mayor because 

there is enough responsibility. There was discussion regarding what the job duties of the 

mayor are and if there is a job description. There was also a brief discussion regarding 

term limits. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jim Hagen, 10741 Avenue Road, said that with regards to wards, he can see both sides 

of the discussion, he just doesn’t think we are there yet. He suggested that City Council 

could assign areas of the City to each Council member. With regards to a full-time mayor, 

Mr. Hagen said that he feels that City Council and the Mayor are doing a service to the 

community, like a way to give back to the community, not as a full-time job.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Mary Jo Sutton 

  

Next meeting: Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 


